
z

In Common:
Past, Present & Future

Mitcham Common & Wimbledon Common
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Past 

Learning Objectives

§ To understand what Mitcham and Wimbledon Common were like 
in the past.

§ To understand what the Commons have been used for over the 
centuries.

§ To understand how their pasts have shaped their future.
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What is a Common?

§ A common is a piece of land that is open for anyone to 
use.

§ In the past, “Common Land” was important for poor 
people who had no land of their own, providing them 
with wood for fires and food for their animals.

§ Many years ago almost half of the land in Britain was 
common land.

§ Nowadays 3% of England is common land and is often 
found in areas such as cities where there are no farms

WHERE IS YOUR NEAREST COMMON? IT MAY BE 
CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!



z Mitcham Village

§ Royalty once held Mitcham in the highest regard. In 
the late sixteenth century, Mitcham was very different. 

§ Ijn those days it was a little rural village set in the 
countryside, a place of peace and fresh air far away 
from the bustle and stench of Tudor London. 

§ Its convenient location - only about an hour’s ride from 
the capital - meant it became a fashionable retreat for 
Elizabethan nobility. 

§ Queen Elizabeth I herself visited the area many times 
during her reign (1558-1603).

CLASS DISCUSSION; HOW HAS MITCHAM CHANGED 
SINCE TUDOR TIMES? 



z Lavender

§ Many people grew lavender in the fields around Mitcham. It 
was harvested in August when the oil was at its best. The 
women would cut the lavender and bundle it loosely in 
'mats’- just like the lady in this picture.

§ Lavender was turned into lavender oil for perfumes.

§ It was also sold locally and sellers would have a “call’  like 
this one, which they sang as they walked the streets with 
their lavendar; 

§ “Won’t you buy my sweet bloomin’ Lavender? There are 
sixteen blue branches, one penny all in for you. Come all 
you young ladies- make no delay. My lavenders fresh from 
Mitcham and we’re round once a day.”

§ REHEARSE THIS CALL WITH A PARTNER AND 
PERFORM IT FOR THE CLASS. TRY TO MAKE YOUR 
CALL AS FUN AND ENGAGING AS YOU CAN!



z

Lots of people worked in and around 
Mitcham and Wimbledon doing lots of 

different jobs.

Let’s take a look…
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§ Who is this man? 

§ What is he doing?

§ What is his job?

§ Is he rich or poor?

§ What words can you 
think of to describe 
him?
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§ This man is William Wallis; 
also known as "Old Wallis" a 
shoe repairer. In his younger 
days he had been a poacher 
but was later employed as a 
gamekeeper before becoming 
a cobbler.
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§ Who is this woman?

§ What is she doing?

§ What is her job?

§ Is she rich or poor?

§ What words can you think 
of to describe her?
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§ This is Widow Bignall a basket 
maker. One of Mitcham's characters, 
she sustained herself until the ripe 
old age of 88 by making and selling 
willow baskets. In the photograph 
she's stripping willow, holding it 
between her teeth.
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§ Who is this person?

§ What are they doing?

§ What is their job?

§ Are they rich or poor?

§ What words can you 
think of to describe 
them?
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§ This man is a milkman, circa 
1900. He worked on Wimbledon 
Hill and the surrounding area. 
People would come out of their 
homes with containers and fill 
them from the panniers (large 
containers).
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Wimbledon Common

§ For centuries Wimbledon Common was part of the 
manor of Mortlake, owned by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury.

§ The rights of hunting and grazing were granted to 
local tenants in the Middle Ages and for centuries 
many people made a living from it.

§ In the 18th Century, Wimbledon Common became 
popular as a dueling ground- In 1798, Prime Minister 
William Pitt fought a duel there!

§ The common has been managed for public use since 
1871.

§ It is London’s largest common covering 1,140 acres.



z Earl Spencer - Lord of the Manor

§ In 1864, Wimbledon Common was under threat. The current Lord of the Manor of Wimbledon – Earl 
Spencer – did not value the land. 

§ It was deemed too boggy, and he wanted to completely alter it. He proposed the enclosure of a few hundred 
acres to form a park while the rest was used as a site for a new manor house for him and his family. 

§ Many people opposed the idea and this led to the creation of the Wimbledon Common Committee who took 
Earl Spencer to court in defence of the Common

§ Eventually he backed down and agreed to a new bill which was passed by parliament and became the 
Wimbledon and Putney Commons Act.

§ This Act ensured that the Common was kept open and that nothing could be built there, saving Wimbledon 
Common for future generations to enjoy.

§ Earl Spencer was given £1,200 in rent each year- a lot of money in those days. It was collected from the 
local residents. Nowadays the money goes to managing the Common and keeping it free for everyone to 
use.

§ DISCUSSION; WHY DO YOU THINK LOCAL PEOPLE WERE SO UPSET ABOUT EARL SPENCERS 
PLAN? 



z
Should Wimbledon common be 

redeveloped? 
Activity

§ Imagine - just like Earl Spencer, it is decided that 
Wimbledon Common is going to be sold off and 
redeveloped into flats, a shopping centre, a primary & 
secondary school and a leisure centre.

§ We are going to split the class into 2 groups.
§ One half of the class will come up with reasons FOR the 

redevelopment of Wimbledon common and the other half 

will come up with reasons AGAINST the redevelopment of 

the Common.

§ We will host a  debate regarding the future of Wimbledon 

Common with the teacher acting as moderator.

§ Let the battle for the future of Wimbledon Common 

commence!



z Mitcham Fair

§ Mitcham has one of England’s oldest 
fairs. Apart from during the World Wars 
and a few years from 1974 to 1983, it has 
been such a feature of local life, that 
nobody is quite sure how it all began. 
There is a rumour that Queen Elizabeth I 
visited the fair 450 years ago!

§ The opening ceremony is still performed 
each year when the Mayor, attired in full 
regalia, raises the key above his or her 
head in front of the crowd.
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Mitcham Fair

Major attractions in the 1860’s included:

§ A travelling circus

§ Dancing booths - large tents 20 x 60ft with laid boards to 
form a dance floor with tables and chairs.

§ Refreshments such as ham, beef and bottled beer. Oysters 
were the most popular sold from stalls around the green. 
There was also pickled salmon, gingerbread and the 
famous Mitcham rock.

§ Roundabouts twirled by a gear.

§ Puppet shows.

§ Performing dogs and monkeys.

§ Circus acts such as sword swallowers, fire eaters, tumblers, 
jugglers and acrobats.

§ Side shows including living skeletons, scary exhibits, 

strongmen and bearded ladies!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3zau9vRLOk

A GRAND DAY OUT!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3zau9vRLOk


z Memories of Mitcham Fair
(with thanks to Digital Drama)

§ https://vimeo.com/504877702

https://vimeo.com/504877702
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMNakn_1cBI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMNakn_1cBI
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Mitcham Fair Today

§ The fair steadily grew in size during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries with the usual fairground 
attractions, some powered by steam engines.

§ Each year the fair created traffic problems whilst at 
the Fair Green and so in 1924 Mitcham Council 
ordered the fairground to be moved to nearby 
common land at Three Kings Piece

§ How do you think the fair is different today than 
when it started?

§ Are there any things which you think could be the 
same?



z Some Extra inspiration!

WATCH THE VIDEO AND THEN…

• What attractions/acts can you see in P.T 
Barnum’s circus? Write down as many as 
you can remember from the clip.

• What 3 words would you use to describe 
the circus in the film?

• Does it make you want to visit P.T 
Barnum’s circus? If so why?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkjhqJ5
5I1I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkjhqJ55I1I


z Activity - Ringmasters

• Ladies & Gentlemen! Roll up, roll up, 
come and see…

• Come up with your own programme of 
circus acts to draw in the crowds.

• Write a short script as if you were a 
ringmaster. 

• Be sure to include lots of adjectives and 
”wow” words to describe your 
wonderful/bizarre/exciting acts!

• Then perform to the class in the style of 
a ringmaster!

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAT8
gCeTF5g

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJB_
KrFcdKc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAT8gCeTF5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJB_KrFcdKc
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Mitcham Fair poster!

Pay once, ride as much as you

like!  

From 10TH aUGUST-
20TH aUGUST 2021

Wristbands available from £10

Three Kings Piece

Common Side West

CR4 4HA

Mitcham
FAIR

The most fun 

you'll have in 

Mitcham

From 10TH AUGUST- 20TH
AUGUST 2021

FREE ENTRY

Wristbands available from £10

MITCHAM FAIR
ALL NEW RIDES AND

ATTRACTIONS

THREE KINGS PIECE
COMMON SIDE WEST

CR4 4HA

Activity
Design an A4 poster for your own 
Mitcham Fair!

Your poster will advertise the fair and 
try to persuade people to go!

Think about:
• The pictures you will use.
• The colours you will use.
• Using exciting, persuasive and 

descriptive language.
• The important information people 

need to know such as location, 
dates, times and prices etc.

Also include what attractions people 
will see there. Does your fair have fire-
eaters? A circus? Roller Coasters? 
What makes your fair unique and 
different to any other fair? Think 
outside the box! 

Resource: PDF Mitcham Fair poster 
Template
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Here are some paintings of our 
local Commons 



zWhich is your favourite? 
Think about  why!



z Celebrate your common!
Our two beautiful Commons are celebrating big birthdays this year. 

We’d like you to send them a gift- it could be a picture you’ve painted or a poem or story 
you’ve written about Wimbledon or Mitcham Common

§ Send us your artworks and they could be displayed at Canons 
House in July as part of their re-opening celebrations.

§ We’ll be framing and exhibiting the best images, stories and poems, 
so get creative and your work might be included in the Exhibition!

§ Please send them to:

Andrew Alty “In Common” 
c/o Cricket Green School
Lower Green West
Mitcham
CR4 3AF


