
In Common:
Past, Present & Future
Mitcham Common & Wimbledon Common



Present

´ To understand the use of Wimbledon and Mitcham Common during 
lockdown.

´ To understand why the Commons were so important during lockdown.

´ To be able to express how Mitcham and Wimbledon Commons made 
people feel during lockdown.



Present

What words can you think of to describe Mitcham and Wimbledon common from the 
pictures? How do these pictures make you feel?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHLgegfFwVk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHLgegfFwVk


Two minute challenge!
What do you think Mitcham Common and 
Wimbledon Common are used for today?

What are the commons used 
for today?



What are Mitcham Common and 
Wimbledon Common used for today?

Did you get all of these? 

´ Running
´ Dog Walking

´ Exercising
´ Sunbathing
´ Picnicking

´ Sharing with friends
´ Conservation
´ Horse riding

´ Golf
´ Football

´ Cycling



Exercise : Park (Common) Bench
Instructions:

´ Set up 4 chairs in a row – this is the park bench – and assign 4 
players.

´ Each player picks a role from the assigned characters. They must 
not reveal their character to the audience or the other players.

´ Each player enters the scene in character,1 person at a time and 
sits down on the bench.

´ Each player must improvise - as their character - with the other 
players on the park bench.

´ One by one each player must then leave the scene when 
appropriate.

´ Each player must stay in character at all times.

´ Once the scene is over, the rest of the class must try and guess 
the character of each person in the scene.

Hint: Think about WHY your character is in the park (common), give 
them a reason to be there and revolve the scene around this.

Resource : Word document with character squares.



Commons in lockdown

´ During the covid-19 pandemic, many more people have visited Mitcham 
and Wimbledon commons.

´ Visits to the commons have helped a lot of people cope with being locked 
down at home for months on end.

´ These green spaces provide fresh air, a place to see friends and to 
exercise.

´ The commons help improve people’s physical and mental health.

Discussion : How do you think people would feel if they didn’t have access to 
the commons and why?

´



Lockdown poems

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7FjL0Lo-RM

Listen to the poem- what did you like about it?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7FjL0Lo-RM


Lockdown Poems

https://youtu.be/GhJ3vYEgsHo

Listen to the poem- what did you like about it?

https://youtu.be/GhJ3vYEgsHo


Lockdown Poems

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RXF5-29VGU

Listen to the poem- what did you like about it?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RXF5-29VGU


Commons in lockdown

´ Lockdown has been quite an unpleasant time for many people, 
especially those without access to a garden or green space. 

Can you think of any other words to describe how lockdown made 
people without access to outdoor space feel?

How did lockdown make you feel?



Wimbledon Common

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnJmJ5sZGH4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnJmJ5sZGH4


Commons in lockdown

´ The man in the video uses lots of words to describe the common. 
How many of them can you remember? 

´ Can you think of any words to describe how the commons have 
helped people or made them feel better in lockdown?



Activity
´ Now write your own poem about how the Mitcham and Wimbledon commons 

have helped you or your family/friends during lockdown. 

Think about:

´ How did they feel during lockdown?

´ How did the commons make them feel better?

´ What could they see?

´ What could they hear?

´ What could they smell?

´ What could they do?

´ How did they feel after visiting the common?

Once complete, choose students to perform to class.



Here are some 
paintings of our 
local Commons



Which is your favourite? 
Think about why!



Celebrate your Common!
Our two beautiful Commons are celebrating big birthdays this year. 

We’d like you to send them a gift- it could be a picture you’ve painted or a poem or story 
you’ve written about Wimbledon or Mitcham Common

´ Send us your artworks and they could be displayed at
Canons House in July as part of their re-opening
celebrations.

´ We’ll be framing and exhibiting the best images, stories
and poems, so get creative and your work might be
included in the Exhibition!

´ Please send them to:
Andrew Alty “In Common”
c/o Cricket Green School
Lower Green West
Mitcham
CR4 3AF
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS- FRIDAY 28 MAY 2021


